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ABSTRACT

The study on the demands of fine arts in geopaliiones and the rebranding process was undertékéimd out
the extent to which interest groups agitations dedhands affects the rebranding process in Nigérie City of
Calabar was used as the study area. A two itemeguguestionnaire was administered on a sample afizme
hundred people culled from five parastatals in GréSver State. A four point Likert-like rating sealias secured
as the instrument for data collection and the gioestaire was face vetted and validated for datdemion. The
respondents indicated the extent of their agreerteetihe items based on the scale points; stronghee, agree,
disagree and strongly disagree.The responses arghtesl against the options and the mean score iivett by
summing the weighted scores and dividing by tatahlmer of responses. The results revealed thatdbpondents
disagree with the fact that gross injustice andjuigy is being perpetuated in the polity of Nigesi; demands and
agitations of all interest groups were not beingnsidered but rather agree that as a rebranding &etna national
conference needs to be convened to look into &mimtand demands of all interest groups, sectiond a
geopolitical zones in the country with a view ofung justice and fairness. The study recommehds this
country requires serious rethinking, rebranding argbrganization. The structure is always encourggthe
corrupt person, which is the reason we have to @mething about political corruption, judicial comption and
value system so that when the resources are gilieg,can be properly utilized for the benefit ofétians. The
government should aim at getting the national canfee to reach a consensus on devolving from theecéo the
six federating units responsibility for such aredgjovernance internal security including the pelimfrastructure,
education, health and economic development.
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INTRODUCTION

With the controversy over a more acceptable revesharing formula causing a “war” of words,
CharleskumoleMolu, in the Vanguard Features Marth2012[1] asks if adaptation of fiscal federatfon the
federating states, among other measures can adthiessnfolding conflict. The derivation principler formula
from natural resources was accordingly rejecteseieral parts of the federation in preference foetarn to fiscal
federation principle under which federating staf@sregions under the 1963 constitution) owned,trodied the
natural resources which are located on their land.
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The twin issues of derivation formula and resouwroetrol stand out and constitute the greatestaietiie political
will of the constitution reviewed process to afféwot desired restructuring of the Nigerian federago that justice
is done to all stakeholders in the Nigerian Natihis verdict was passed by report of the Presi@ammittee on
the Review of the 1999 constitution, inaugurated@gtober 19, 1999. Vanguard Features, March21, [2D12
Thirteen years since that observation was madejswe of having a more acceptable revenue geaeratid
distribution formula has remained contentious.

Eventhough there had been uneasy silence aboutthewation’s wealth is being shared among all tigfrs
government before now, the latest outcry appealate polarized Nigeria along regional lines. latfao say that
the polity is not being overheated by the war ofdgoover this matter that has pitched various gaitigal zones
against one another, is an understatement.

Instructively, the latest controversy was repostgatiovoked by the former Central Bank of Nigeri&NGgovernor,
LamidoSanusi, who in an interview with FinanciahBs of London, kicked off the argument that Bokadia,

poverty and the general unrest in the Northern gfattie country is a result of the lower sums thexeive from the
federation account compared with the oil productates.

The consequence of this situation is that it hasegded a lot of debates on who benefit more froenrevenue
derived from the oil, especially in the face of 8liggn composition of the six geo-political zoneartf the debate
is that the oil industry was built with revenuerfrmther parts of the country, beyond the oil bepstates, but the
people in the oil producing states immediately ¢euit with their argument that it is their regitmt was fetching
huge foreign revenue to the country from palmtaitber, rubber and exportation of other economipsrioefore the
first oil rig was drilled at Oloibiri in present BalsaState in 1953(Vanguard Features 2012).

The agitation which late Isaac AdakaBoro led someades back, followed by the struggles of late BaroWiwa

and lately, the long fighting period between goweent forces and militants group in Niger Delta oegin the last
decade is a fall out of the dissatisfaction of pleeple of the region over the perceived mismanagewiethe oil

revenue by allocation of large sums of it to otlegjions of the country, while the land of the a@htinue to wallow
in abject poverty. However, just few years afteaqewas restored between the federal governmenthandiger

Delta people and Nigeria seem to be returning egotdrt of progress, there are fresh outbursts engeom the issue
of derivation again. This time, the worry is abthet demand by the governance of the Northern stdtblgeria,

for their states allocation to be increased. NiQelta region, see such demand as outrageous anthéhblorthern
governors have no reason whatsoever to demanddisg money. Vanguard Features, 2012 [1].

The question that has remained unanswered by thgiating for the disbursement of more funds anos¢h
demanding that it should not be given is, what leagg to all the money previously allocated to ladl states in
Nigeria, regardless of whether they are oil prodgcstates or not. Experience has shown that a lelngek of
revenue from the federation account is re-direttedrivate pockets as soon as they are releasedatrnd of the
month after the meeting of the Federation Accoulidation Committee, FAAC. It is a shame to obsethat in a
country as rich as Nigeria, a great number ofitigens, whether from the North or South, contitoidive below a
dollar per day and sleep on empty stomach, whitsdghwho are charged with the mandate of alleviativeg
suffering of the masses continue to grow robugheit expense. Vanguard Features, 2012. [1]

MATERIALSAND METHODS

Purpose of the study

Nigeria has been seen as a backward nation bdtbraé and at the international level. This negagiidure of
Nigeria has so many deteriorating effects on thigige of the country;therefore, there is a needdshape the
image of the country in order to attract foreigmeastors with a change of attitude towards Nigeria.

Hypothesis
There is no significant relationship between integroups agitation and demands of geo-politicaksdn Nigeria.

The scope of the study
The research was carried out on 5 selected puhdiititions in Calabar Metropolis of Cross Riveat8t The
parastatals are:
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Power Holding Company of Nigeria

Cross River State water Board

Cross River State Internal Revenue Service
Industrial Training Fund

Cross River State Civil Service Commission

agrwnpE

The scope of the study was delimited to addresNiggria‘s interest group agitations and why theogffmade by
the government has not yielded positive results.

Theoretical framework

Several scholars have written extensively on thecept of nations rebranding including Simon AnK@mo5) [2]

who wrote on the effect of a country origin and itti@act it could have on the national economics. Mrholt who

is the world leading authority on the subject badethat part of the challenges the developingdvisrfacing today
besides poor governance and weak infrastructutieeisssue of weak national brands and identitieguftherance
to the rebranding campaigns, Randall Frost (20B#jraintained that the image we have of anothentgisays a
lot about how we view it as a tourist destinations source of consumer of goods.

Wally, Olins (2002)[4] in his paper “Branding thation” the historical perspectives warned countaethe risk of
ignoring nation branding and predict that countrgriding will become normal practice in the futukecording to

him, the lack of interest and believes in a coubtignding by some is a mere semantics. Nilsson6R@@ites that

“A brand is just a symbol with tremendous potestiand that this symbol can be expressed in maifigreint
ways”. Nworah (2005),[5] sees branding as the ntangeand management process that gives a product or
organization a unique identity and image such ihat easily and positively identifiable and distinfrom other
competitors. Branding therefore is about highlightione’s unique selling point (USP) in a way thatvill be
difficult to ignore by the prospective customerttie case of a country branding such unique poirdtrioe enduring
and must be supported by an enabling politicaligd@nd economic environment.

Mark Leonard (1997) [6] writes of the need for Biit to rebrand itself. According to him, “the maigason why
this needs to be done is that a gulf has opendxzbtvzeen the reality of Britain as a high creatind diverse society
and the perception around the world that Britaimaims a backward looking island immersed in itstage. In a
related remark to that of Mark Leonard, Wally Oli{i®99) opines that countries which have thoughtenadout
rebrandingissues have been those with some kimihditional positions, influence and reputation eththey seek
to change.

Olins (1999) further maintained “that despite timikrities between product and pace brands, tka wof a nation
as a brand is a very big mistake”. Olins is alsqleasizing caution and care in the application aflitronal
branding principle and place branding.

Brymer (2003), [7] however suggested that althotinghprinciples of rebranding apply equally to coiast as they
do to products and services, the method may diffecording to him, “Creating a branding program écountry
demand an integrated policy that most countriesatgosses”

Chris Ngwodo(2006) submitted in his paper the takkebranding Nigeria, that most of the changesehtavbe
internal at first, entailing a shift in the cultuaad ethical reorientation of society. A new Nigeuill first of all have
new ethics, philosophy and an attitude that witlgebelieving in ourselves once again.

According to the former Inspector General of PoljteP) Mike Okiro (2010) “There is no way you cesbrand
Nigeria effectively and successfully without reldang sections that make up Nigeria, the variousanizations,
units, ministries, parastatals and the individieginning with the Nigeria police.

In a chat with Oluyewole, pioneer executive vicegident of Certified Marketing Communication Inst# of
Nigeria (CMCIN) recorded that the media is the axethrough which the activities geared towardsaetling can
be communicated to the people. To convey the iatedrvehicles that will be adopted in the rebragdiligeria
exercise, a well articulated media has to be evatveonveying these messages, without which therewess
cannot be achieved.
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Research Design

This explains the entire design of the researah ptipulation, sample size, and sampling methodg uimentation,
validation of instruments, method of data collectemd method of data analysis. Essentially thisaeh used the
survey method to as its design.

Sample Size

This study focused on Calabar the state capitatevhlk the parastatals could be found and workecessed easily.
Five establishments were selected: random samigiagually used to select twenty workers per pataktmaking
a total of one hundred respondents

Table 1: Distribution of study population by parastatals/clusters and gender

SNO Male Female Total (%)

1 Internal Revenue Service 146 116 262 31.23
2. Industrial Training Fund (ITF) 16 17 33 3.93
3. Power Holding Co. (PHC) 144 56 200 3.84
4 Civil Service Comm. (main office) 28 33 61 7.27
5. CRS Water Board 624 37 283 33.7
Total 580(63.13) 259(30.87) 839 100.00

Procedurefor data collection

The researchers collected the data and organized #itcording to the research questions formulatethé study.
The data was analyzed using the mean method a#éhts of 4,3,2 andl1, have been assigned to tHenspis
against strongly agree, agree, disagree and syrdigggree respectively. ltemsthat has a mean sé¢@goints and
above is regarded as agreed or accepted, whergd@gnhaving a mean score below 3.00 points isiclemed as
disagreed or rejected.

The responses are weighed against the optionshenchéan score is derived by summing the weigheresand
diving by total number of response.

Mean score= (R1x4) +(R2x3)+(R3 x2) +(R1)
Total Noreksponses

Hypothesis
There is no relationship between interest groupaighs and demands of fine arts in geopoliticale=oin Nigeria
and rebranding.

Table 2: Respondentsview on the extent to which inter et groupsagitations and demands for geopolitical zones
affect rebranding in Nigeria

S/ ITEMS SA|A | D | SD| Total | X Remarks
NO
Gross injustice and inequity is being perpetratettie  polity of Nigeria as .
1 demands and agitations of all interest groups aréeing considered 28 | 10| 39| 23 | 100 2.4 | Disagree
2 A national conference needs to be conveneditoifdo agitations and demands of
all interest 57 | 29|12 | 4 100 3.4 | Agree

groups, sections and geopolitical zones in the tywyith a view to ensuring
justice and fairness

Researcher's field survey: 2014

The first item in the Table 2 has the mean scor2.4f This shows that the respondents disagreethttiact that
gross injustice and inequity is being perpetuatethe polity of Nigeria as demands and agitatiohalbinterest

groups are not being considered but rather to afpeteas a rebranding element, a national confereeeds to be
convenedtolook into agitations and demands ofraéirest groups, sections and geopolitical zonekencountry

with a view of ensuring justice and fairness.
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Derivation of Responses Mean Score

Item 1.Mean score = (28 x 4)® K3) + (39 x2) + (23x 1)
100
=112+30+78+23 = 243 = 24
100 100
[tem 2. Mean = (57x4) + (27x3) + (12x2) + (4x1)
100
=228+81+24+4 =337 = 34
100 100

Discussion of finding

This research hypothesis sought for respondents erethe extent to which interest groups agitatiand demands
for geopolitical zones affect rebranding in Nigefgased on the analysis of the study, we discovératl gross
injustice and inequity is not being perpetratedhi@ polity of Nigeria as demands and agitationsarhe interest
groups are not put into consideration. It also ssgghat a national conference be convened toilttokagitations
and demands of all interest groups, sections aogajigical zones in the country with a view to erisg justice and
fairness.

Summary of the study

The research hypothesis revealed respondents viewh® extent interest groups agitations and demdoids
geopolitical zones affect rebranding in Nigeria.sB& on the analysis of the study, it was reveahed gross
injustice and inequity is not being perpetratedal#o suggest that a national conference be codvenkok into

agitations and demands of all interest groupsj@ectand geopolitical zones in the country withiewto ensuring
justice and fairness.

CONCLUSION

According to SalihuRufaiAlkalis’s view, Vanguard dtares 2012,the time has come for affirmative actibhe

governors of the Northern States of Nigeria mustize that it is no longer wise to continue to swimwealth

acquired from the oil revenue, while their peoptatinue to suffer. They should therefore try to udeatever
revenue is disbursed to them plus those generdthohwheir states to develop their domain, raten continue to
request for more money that they may end up notgufsir the good of the impoverished people of te&tes, who
in the first instance elected them into office tarmage their resources. The governors must provieie social

responsibility to their people by ensuring thatestsommissioners and others government officiale felil in their

duty by miss-using public funds are made to bearfuli weight of the law.

Recommendation

Rafsanjani, Vanguard Features (2012) recommendsthisa country requires serious rethinking, rebragdand

reorganization. The structure is always encouragiiegcorrupt person that is why we have to do shimgtabout
political corruption, judicial corruption and valggstem so that when the resources are given cidoeype properly
utilized for the benefit of Nigerians.

Anayoku,Vanguard Features (2012), also said tlegtivernment should aim at getting the nationaference to
reach a consensus on devolving from the centethéosix federating units responsibility for such aareof
governance internal security including the polin&astructure, education, health and economic ldgwveent.
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