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ABSTRACT

Jaffna is one of the main agricultural districts in the Northern Province, Si Lanka. Farmersin this district rely on
traditional practices and experience gained from previous generation. Advisory support and information with new
technologies assist farmers to increase the production and get high income from their cultivation. Present
investigation was made to evaluate the advisory support and information received by the farmers in Jaffna. Primary
data and secondary data was collected by using structured questionnaire and interviews during the period from
August 2014 to June 2015.All the results were analyzed by using SPSS and Microsoft excel. The results revealed
that awareness about the advisory support is low when compared to farmers who know about the services. Mass
media played considerable role to give the information for farmers. Among the mass media newspaper scored
maximum response which is observed as 96.77%. Both government and non - governmental organizations gave the
services on production and protection techniques. But the time constraint and as they are doing traditional farming
were limited to access these information. Even though, strong positive correlation was observed between awareness
and the income. This study ensures that effective advisory support and information make the farmers towards to do
the farming with appropriate knowledge.
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INTRODUCTION

Jaffna is located in the North tip of Sri Lankaadbngitude of 7%5'-8@ 20’ and east latitude 0f80-9°50’ with
the population of 614,540. The livelihood of pubtié Jaffna district mainly depends on agricultuagimal
husbandry and fishing which play a crucial rolé¢tte gross production of Jaffna [1].

The climate of Jaffna is decided by the monsoon filans a wet and dry season in the District. Trigomrainy
season occurs during the North East monsoons fratmb®@r to December and the minor rainy season satuning

the South West monsoon in April and May. The pefigiween the South West Monsoon and the North East
Monsoon is the dry season extending from June fte®®er. The average rainfall is 1300mm but is lgigh
variable, spanning a range of 630mm to 1780mm a@dverage temperature iS@8

Well drained and high productive calcic red yelltatasol and red yellow latasol soil types are foimaentral
areas (60,000Ha). Alkaline saline soil and regasel found in coastal areas (26000Ha) and alluadl is in
Valukai Aru area (10000Ha). Tile depth of soil wsrifrom 90cm- 150cm.This different soil types offeope for
cultivation of exotic as well as local crops [1].

The farming in Jaffna is commonly characterizedpbyduction of food, cash and oil crops and integgtdivestock
rearing as of the favourable soil and climatic dbods, the production has consistently been ohhigensity and
good yields. But on the other hand injudicible chehpesticides and fertilizer applications becaasdhe top most
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key threat to human and environment. Due to thisstnof the farming communities are affected by dtitéd

diseases like cancer and renal failure. Moreovaud water is polluted with nitrate nitrogen tikames out from
the excess application of urea in the agro wellslaffna. Towards better awareness of safe farmiitly eue

consideration of the environment especially theewatnd food produced, farmers’ education is an rdisde
prerequisite [2].

Education is a powerful tool changing the mindsétpeople at all level. In this fast growing worldew
technologies, novel ideas and innovations are miyithe people towards the high outcome based apdoirad
economic development of the country.[B} case of farming, rural communities are mostlyolred and their
education level is very poor. The education werrbfge has to be explanatory, practicable and yiekhted [4].
Otherwise they will not adapt it at all.

Present study investigates the evaluation of in&ion and advisory support received by farmersaiffind. That
will help to give recommendation regarding everynfang practices and intelligent cultivation of ceomith the
good farming knowledge. This also will help to geximum production with least cost.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

The study relies on quantitative and quantitatigsigih of structured questionnaire and interviewrder to meet
the objectives primary and secondary data wereceid.

Primary data

Primary data was obtained by structured questioenaihich is administrated to 250 farmers from difar
divisional secretariat in Jaffna district. In adulit observation during the survey and the field exignce also
utilized to complement the questionnaiBemi structured interviews employed to find ounfrorganizations both
government and private about the factors that affesir work in as far as encouraging farmers tdigipate in

agriculture extension activities is concerned.

Secondary data
This was collected by using literature of respectivganization who are giving the advisory suppmthe farmers
and websites of information service providers ifinta

Data analysis
Data was analyzed by using statistical packag®dfksciences (SPSS) and Microsoft Excel. Desegmtatistics
cross tabulations and other SPSS applicationsathia found to be useful in achieving the study ciiyje.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Qualitative information from the interviews and tearvey show differentiated results on the advissupport
received regarding farming. According to the farsnsurveyed, 51.67% of the farmers have awarenesst ab
existence of advisory support services while 54.8ff%armers have none. Some other authors alsoteeras
farmers are passive receptors [6].

34
Scholars Research Library



Suvanthini Shanmugaratnam Terensaret al Arch. Appl. Sci. Res,, 2016, 8 (5):33-37

60 -

al
o
1

i
o
1

seesss YeEs
No

Percentage of farmers
N w
o o
1 1

[
o
1

o

None GI1-G5 G6-G9 O/L A/L Others
Level of education

Fig. 1: Education level (Sri Lankan education syst®: Grade 1- 10, O/L - Ordinary level, A/L - Advancel level, Others — Diploma and
Degree) of the farmers surveyed with their statusfaesponse.

As the figure 1 depicts both farmers who know andndt know about the existence of advisory servidaf
between G6-G9 and A/L education level and Mogheffarmers who involved in the farming have beemgleted
ordinary level (O/L) but comparatively equal hafftbe farmers do not aware about the advisory supgavvices.
Interestingly 7.14% of the farmers who do not hadeication level aware about the advisory suppantices
available in Sri Lanka. This might be because @ itteraction with other farmers and involvementfanmer
association exists in their places. People wholirvavith the farming after they got degree and aliph have the
comprehensive knowledge in farming practices aradied several training activities.
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m Other farmers
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Fig.2: Source of advisory support and information eceived by the farmers in Jaffna given in percentag(%)

Most of the farmers received the information andisaty support from mass media which was calculatsd
71.43%. Approximately persons who involve in thenfeng in Jaffna are came by traditionally and tlglouhe

experience got from their parents and other sudimgnfarmers. This is proved by the results as % 2f the

farmers obtained the information from other farmehéch include management of inputs, applicatiorieofilizers

and pesticides, animal husbandry and pest managemé&rmation related to new techniques, food pssing,

financial information, marketing and managemengsprvation and bee keeping are given by other gavemt and
non - governmental institutions [7-13].
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Fig. 3: Response of farmers surveyed to mass media

As the highest percentage of the farmers’ respoeseived from mass media, analyzed each sourdeefutd get
the status of influence on the farmers’ educatidre highest percentage of the farmers respond#ttnewspaper
while lowest accessible mass media is the web3ités is because of the cheapest price, readatlity the
reliability towards the newspaper. 25.81% and 4% 3if the farmers were obtained agricultural relatgédrmation
from radio and television, respectively.

Table 1: Influence of each mass media available itaffna regarding advisory support for the farmers
(Same letters are not differ significantly)

Media Type| Percentage (%)
| 35.7% £ 1.02
1] 0.00. + 2.06
Radio 1 28.574+2.34

v 14.29. + 3.74
\ 0.00. + 2.06

| 7.14,+1.04

Il 64.2%, +4.98
Television | Il 7.144.+1.04

v 14.29p. *+ 3.67
\ 14.2%p * 3.67
| 78.5%: +4.76

Il 100.00, + 3.47
Newspaper| Il 57.14,, +2.01
v 14.29p. *+ 3.67
\ 0.00. + 2.06

Results show that farmers mostly preferred padictype when compared to others in television amspaper
category significantly. Newspaper Il was the maximaccessible and preferred by the farmers among all
information providers. Some type in radio and teliewm provided information to the farmers but acdeiity was

nil. This might be because of the less populanitypag the farming community.
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Fig. 4: Distribution pattern of average income of he farmers surveyed
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Farmers aware about the advisory services werénebothigher income when compared to farmers whoatdave
the awareness regarding advisory services. Thepesgive correlation (0.89) between income and stadus of
awareness.

CONCLUSION

Most of the farmers in Jaffna rely on traditionah@ices and obtain information from the experienfepast
cultivation. Mass media play a substantial amoargrovide advisory services. As the positive catieh observed
between income and awareness, proper strategidsmée developed to trigger the farmers towardsation.
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