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  DESCRIPTION 

 

Mollugo nudicaulis, commonly known as nakedstem carpetweed or mollugo, is a appealing and resilient plant species belonging to the 

family Molluginaceae. This inconspicuous herbaceous plant has earned a place in both botanical and ecological studies due to its 

adaptability and unique characteristics. In this comprehensive overview, the exploration of various aspects of Mollugo nudicaulis, is done 

including its taxonomy, morphology, habitat, distribution, ecological importance, and potential uses. 

 

Mollugo nudicaulis is classified under the kingdom Plantae, division Angiosperms (flowering plants), class Eudicots, and order 

Caryophyllales. Within the Caryophyllales order, it belongs to the family Molluginaceae, which includes around 50-100 species distributed 

worldwide. Mollugo, the genus to which M. nudicaulis belongs, comprises about 15 species, with Mollugo nudicaulis being one of the most 

well-known and widely distributed within the genus. 

 

Mollugo nudicaulis is a small, annual herb with a prostrate growth habit, meaning it grows close to the ground, forming a dense mat. The 

name "nakedstem carpetweed" reflects its characteristic feature: the stems of this plant are often devoid of leaves, giving it a naked 

appearance. However, leaves are present at the base of the stem and are linear to lanceolate in shape. The flowers of Mollugo nudicaulis are 

small, typically white or pale green, and can be found in clusters at the leaf axils. These flowers have a simple, five-petaled structure and are 

usually no larger than 5 millimeters in diameter. The plant produces small, ovoid capsules containing tiny seeds. 
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Mollugo nudicaulis is a highly adaptable species, capable of thriving in various habitats across the world. It is known to grow in both 

temperate and tropical regions. Its habitat range includes disturbed areas, agricultural fields, gardens, roadsides, and open grasslands. The 

plant's ability to grow in a wide range of soil types, including sandy, loamy, and clayey soils, further contributes to its ubiquity. 

 

Potential uses 

Traditional medicine: In some cultures, Mollugo nudicaulis has a history of use in traditional herbal medicine. It is believed to have 

medicinal properties that can be used to treat various ailments, including fever, gastrointestinal disorders, and skin conditions. However, it's 

important to note that the effectiveness and safety of these traditional uses require further scientific investigation and validation. 

Culinary uses: In certain regions, M. nudicaulis is consumed as a leafy vegetable. Its mild, slightly peppery flavor makes it a suitable 

addition to salads, stir-fries, and soups. As an edible plant, it may have the potential to contribute to local diets and provide a source of 

nutrition. 

Soil improvement: Given its ability to enhance soil quality, Mollugo nudicaulis can be used in agricultural practices as a cover crop or 

green manure. Planting it in fallow fields or as part of crop rotation can help restore soil health and fertility, ultimately benefiting crop 

yields. 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

Mollugo nudicaulis, often overlooked as a common weed, possesses a range of valuable attributes that make it an appealing subject of study 

in the fields of botany and ecology. Its adaptability to diverse habitats, role in erosion control, support for biodiversity, and potential uses in 

traditional medicine and culinary practices highlight its importance in various contexts. While Mollugo nudicaulis has demonstrated its 

ecological and agricultural significance, further research is needed to fully understand and harness its potential. Scientific exploration into its 

medicinal properties and nutritional value, as well as its role in sustainable agriculture, could reveal new opportunities for its responsible 

utilization. 


