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ABSTRACT

Regional disparity refers to imbalanced regionavelepment which differs from region to region ratyion socio
culture, economic and demographic characteristitsman development of Malda district of West Bergdbngs
to the worst level. The present study’s object idémonstrate the levels of pattern of developmedtinter- block
disparities in Malda district using fourteen indtoas. The simple statistical technique of Depriwatindex has
been used to calculate block level developmentiéelp of the data collected from Primary Censhstract-2001
of Malda district.
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INTRODUCTION

Concept development is a process driven by a setstbmer needs and target product specificatiwh&h are
then converted into a set of conceptual designspatential technological solutions. These solutiogyzresent an
approximate description of form, working principlesd product features. Often, these concepts a@rgpanied
by industrial design models and experimental pypes that help in making final selections. Develepinis a
phenomenon of many dimensions comprising qualigadis well-as quantitative growth of society or artoy. It is
a process meant for the improvement of the quafityeople’s life. The unequal distribution of ptoadias well as
human resource and socio-economic disparitiesdextta and inter regional disparities and thia igreat threat to
both develop and developing country of the worldv&nment making endeavour to wash out this digparfor
the sake of development. India has a large vandtylisparity in terms of the levels of developmeAfter
independence Government of India planned varioggomnal planning in order to bring about balanceiorgl
development by removing the disparities. But vagretting fact is that those plannings has remajasidonly as
written and declared in papers not, fulfilled te #atisfactory level.

The term ‘development’ refers to qualitative chamgean individual such as change in personalitgtber mental
and emotional aspects. However, very often growtti development are used interchangeably. The poaks
development continues even after the individual B#tained physical maturity (growth). The individlua
continuously changing as he/she interacts withetheronment. India is a developing country and emegrowth is
found in different state. In the West Bengal levetlevelopment is differ from district to district.

ABOUT THE STUDY AREA

The study area Malda district located betweenudés 24 °40'20"N and 25 °32'8"N, and longitudes*85'50"E to
88 ©28'10"E, the district is bounded to its due thoby the district of Murshidabad across the riGanga, by
Bangladesh and Dakshin Dinajpur district to itst @asl northeast, by Uttar Dinajpur district todigsect north and
by the states of Bihar to its direct west and Jhankl across the Ganga to the southwest. Maldagsding over an
area of 3733 sg.km with a population of 32.91 1aki2001. According to Census of India-2001 theltbtaracy
rate of the Malda district is 50.28 percent, amamich male literacy is 58.80 percent and femaléli5 percent.
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Three broad subregions can be defined physiogralbhiwithin Malda district they are Tal, Barind armiara.
Large part of the Diara, now the most intenselylegtregion of Malda, began to attract habitatitmosn the early
20th century, after the alluvial ‘Chars’ (lands &t by the river due to change in its course) seg@ady the
Ganga’s west side migration were allowed for reeesattlement. The Barind had been sparsely hatbitatel
covered substantially by forest during earlier smsince the relative scarcity of water made ituitable for
intensive agriculture.

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Thomas (2000, 2004) refers to this meaning of dgrakent as ‘a process of historical change’. Th&wyiof
‘structural transformation’ and ‘long-term trangfwations of economies and societies’, as Gore ndagedne that
predominated in the 1950s and 1960s in particlladay, one might argue that this defi nition of elepment is
emphasized by the academic or research part afehelopment community but that there is less emplmasthis
perspective in the practitioner part of the develept community (as has already been broached in
Introduction).

Hickey and Mohan (2003) take the view that the gues on international development research to leeaet has
undermined this older established defi nition imoiar of a more instrumental one (a fuller discussi this issue
appears in Chapter 2). A long-term, broad view radgiress the big picture but it may have a limitagacity to

meaningfully guide development practice, such deponaking, which typically focuses on a shortené period

such as a four-to-fi ve-year government term dirad-year cycle in the case of Poverty Reductioat&yy Papers
(PRSPs).

The idea of development stands today like a ruith@intellectual landscape. Its shadow obscurewision... ...
Delusions and disappointment, failures and crimmgetbeen steady companions of development andtéties

our

common story: it did not work... ... But above all, thepes and desires that made the ideas fl y, ane no

exhausted: development has grown obsolete. (Sa882; 1) Development is a label for plunder anderioe, a
mechanism of triage. (Alvares, 1992: 1) Povertg imyth, a construct and the invention of a parsicaivilization.
(Rahnema, 1997: 158)

Hickey and Mohan (2003: 4) argue that the failui¢hts approach to development theory is one reagonthere
has been a shift away from defi ning developmerttedisg coterminous with structural change.

Hickey and Mohan (2003) take the view that the gues on international development research to le@aet has
undermined this older established defi nition indiar of a more instrumental one (a fuller discussib this issue
appears in Chapter 2). A long-term, broad view radgiress the big picture but it may have a limitagacity to

meaningfully guide development practice, such d&ponaking, which typically focuses on a shortend period

such as a four-to-fi ve-year government term dirad-year cycle in the case of Poverty Reductioat&ly Papers
(PRSPs).

The long-term approach to development is more dethcOne tries to comprehend why, in the long tesuch
great differences in development have occurretértifferent parts of the world (Szirmai, 1993).

Recently, Amartya Sen (1999) has argued for an &éveader concept of development focusing on theepof
freedom. He sees development as an integrated ggr@feexpansion of substantive freedoms. Economauvtl,
technological advance and political change aréodble judged in the light of their contributionsth® expansion of
human freedoms. Among the most important of thesedbms are freedom from famine and malnutritiosedom
from poverty, access to health care and freedomm fpoemature mortality. In a telling empirical exdepSen
shows that urban African Americans have lower difgpectancies than the average Chinese personatriiahts of
the Indian state of Kerala, in spite of much higiregrage per capita incomes in the USA.

OBJECTIVES

The main objectives of the study are:

1. To examine the spatial pattern of levels of develept of Malda district.

2. To evaluate inter — block disparity according teelleof development.

3. To identify various factors influencing the regibdesparity.

4. To identify lower- developed areas and categohiesitinto various level of development.
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DATA BASE AND METHODOLOGY
The study mainly based on secondary data. Thestataes are Primary Census Abstract (2001) of Mdiskaict,

District Statistical Handbook of Malda, publisheg Bureau of Applied Economics and Statistics, Gowegnt of
West Bengal.

Levels of development in Malda district are caltedbusing followings fourteen indicators.

Table-1: Selected indicatorsfor calculating levels of development in Malda district

Variables Selected indicators
X1 Density of Population
X2 Percentage of Decadal Growth Rate
X3 Percentage of Worker to Total Population
X4 Percentage of Agricultural Labour to Total Warke
X5 Percentage of Workers in Household Industries
X6 Sex Ratio
X7 Percentage of Literate to Total Population
X8 Percentage of Urban Population to Total Poporati
X9 Percentage of Net Cultivated Area to Total Gaepgical Area
X10 Percentage of Gross Irrigated Area to Grospfd Area
X11 Cropping Intensity
X12 Number of Doctors Per Lakh of Population
X13 Number of Primary Schools Per Lakh of Poputatio
X14 Number of Upper Primary Schools Per Lakh of itaion

In this study Deprivation method or DevelopmentdxdDI) has been adopted. UNDP also adapts the szatteod
to evaluate Human Development Index (HDI) of Coiestiof the world. Three steps have gone througtotopute
Deprivation method, Development Index (DI) in tledsmethod. The initial step define the deprivatineasures
that a region suffers with respect to all the chogariables and the total development vis-a-vieotiegion. The
index of deprivation derived from the following rhamatical equation:

lji = Maxi — XijMaxi — Mini
Where,
lji indicates the index of deprivation of ith vapla at jth unit of study. Maxi and Mini refers maxim and

minimum values of ith variable in the study arespestively. Xij represents actual value of ith ghte at jth units
of study.

The second step comprises defining an averagevagipn index (lj) by taking a simple average of eliosen
indicators using the following equation:

lj = Slji / n

Where,
lj shows the average deprivation index of jth upitstudy.

In the long run, the Development Index (D)) isisted for each separate district as follows:
DIj (1))

Where,
Dlj shows the Development Index at jth units ofdstu

According to development index for each block ofliéadistrict has been categorized in five classiis avview to
depict inter-block disparity of levels of developmheviz. i) Very high, ii) High, iii) Medium, iv) low and v) Very
low levels of development.

RESULTSAND DISCUSSION

Malda district possesses very fertile and potestid| well irrigation system and many other agitiete advantages
and here mango production is important agricultprauction. The mango produced in this district herldwide

fame through its taste and palatability. Inter kldisparity is seen in diversified socio econonoadition of people
and for this district remained far behind from tither district of West Bengal and is consider adendevelopment
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one. According to Human Development Index (H.Dahyl Gender Development Index (G.D.l.) this distisdn the
deplorable condition. According to those said inttexdistrict stand on 17 ranks.

Spatial pattern of Levels of Development in M alda district:
Development is basically economic phenomena. Stewveapita availability of gross product and itswtto are the
most common measures of development. In this digtrere is the absence of national accountingeysind so the
monetary value fails to present the details pictiex region. Hence the comparison of the differlenels of

development of different area wise disparities sesslection of a suitable indicator of developménthis study 14
indicators have been used from several sector @étso As the agriculture is the main economic\atytj enough

importance has been emphasised upon agricultwadrse

Block wise spatial pattern has been shown in Taldéng with the respective Development Index ahdalock of
Malda district. The blocks of the district have beativided into the five classes based upon thevddrivalue of

Development Index (Dlj).

Table-2: Development I ndexes (Deprivation Method) of selected indicators measuring levels of development in Malda district

Name of block lji lj Dlj

X1 X2 X3 X4 X5 X6 X7 X8 | X9 X10 X11 X12 X13 X14
Harischandrapur 1 0.809 0367 1 0 0.9f4 0.833  0.)/7® 0.009| 0.505 0.159 0.534 0.375 0.667 0.551 0.449
Harischandrapur 2 0.82 0.321 0.628 0.309 0.962 000/8 1 1 0.419] O 0.264 0.74f 0.583 0.167 0.873 0.427
Chanchal 1 0.758 0530 0879 0.137 0980 0556 O 10.188 | 0.552| O 0 0.50! 0.500 0.470 0.5B0
Chanchal 2 0.806 0.39 0.734 0.165 0.944 0.333 30,78 0.177| 0.740 0.252 0.787 0.667 0.167 0.570 0.430
Ratua 1 0.811] 0.363 0921 0.288 0985 1 0.721 |1 630j20.671| 0.459] 0.691 0588 0.333 0.640 0.354
Ratua 2 0.818| 0.235 0.82B 0.387 0950 0.511 0.p39 [10.399 | 0.292| 0.245 0.658 0.625 0 0.584  0.466
Gajol 0.960| 0.306/ 0.640 0.195 0970 0.3p6 0.331 (1 .080| 0.792| 0.843 0.472 0.333 0.167 0.582 0.468
Bamangola 0.942] 0.68 0659 0.137 1 0.00 O 1 0J1@B731| 0.799] 0363 O 0.66f 0.547 0.4b3
Habibpur 1 1 0.429| 0.16! 0917 0 0.513 0.015 9.661 0.618| 0.104] 1 0.53 0.470
Old Malda 0.945| 0 0.704 0.42f 0952 0.7y8 0545 |1 0| 0.872| 0.811] 1 0.146 1 0.658 0.347
Englishbazar 0.829 0548 0.949 0.6y5 0.815 0.y333700] 1 0.184| 0.855 0.742 0.797 0.4%8 0.333 0.663 370)3
Manikchak 0.923| 0.576 0.806 0.241 0.885 0.444 0.779 0.568| 0.543| 0.843 0.59p 0.292 0.5p0 0.670 0.B30
Kaliachak 1 0 0253 O 1 0.128 0.733 0.117 L 0.382.400| 0.642| 0894 1 0.838 0.527 0.473
Kaliachak 2 0.808| 0.183 0.578 0.697 0.887 0.800 49D.p 1 1 0.621| 0.704 0.778 0.479 0.883 0.714 0.286
Kaliachak 3 0.750] 0.026 0.44L 0905 O 0.983 0.929 [10.278| 1 0.308) 0.869 0.854 1 0.664 0.336

Source- Computed by Authors

Table-3: Categorization of the blocks of Malda according to levels of development (DIj)

Development Index (Dlj) range  Categor tl;llg.clgl Name of blocks
>0.500 Very High 1 Chanchal 1,
0.450-0.500 High 5 Ratua 2, Gajol, Bamangola, HatmipKaliachak 1
0.400-0.450 Medium 3 Harischandrapur 1, Harischegmair 2, Chanchal 2
0.350-0.400 Low 1 Ratua 1,
<0.350 Very Low 5 Kaliachak 2, Kaliachak 3, Old bt Englishbazar, Manikchak

Very High Level of Development (Dlj: >0.500)
Only one block is in very high level of developmelttis Chanchal 1. Development Index (DI) of thieck is

0.530. The fourteen indicators of development iselbeondition of this district. Literacy rate difi$ block is highest
(56.1%). Chanchal 1 block is well accessibilityrngans of transportation and communication and semomic
facilities, centers of business and commerce ig gend. It is the cause of very high level ovedalrelopment of

this block.

High Level of Development (Dlj: 0.450-0.500)
Blocks with index value between 0.450 — 0.500 amesilered as ‘High Level of Development’ blocks et are

five blocks in this category. These are Ratua 268), Gajol (0.468), Bamangola (0.453), Habibg0r470) and
Kaliachak 1 (0.473). The cause of High Level o/Blepment of Bamangola is literacy rate and nundbgrimary
schools per lakh population. The High Level of Depenent block Habibpur has the nine percent ohvurban
population and sex ratio of this block is highest.

Medium Level of Development (Dlj: 0.400-0.450)
The medium level of development is observed inghbotocks (Table-3). These are Harischandrapur 44€),

Harischandrapur 2 (0.427), Chanchal 2 (0.430). éte¢age of agriculture labour of Harischandrapurldclb is
highest position. Percentage of gross irrigated doegross cropped area of Harischandrapur 2 biedbetter
condition. Percentage of agriculture labour and imemof upper primary schools per lakh of populatéChanchal
2 bolck is medium condition.
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Low Level of Development (DIj: 0.350-0.400)

Only one block is in low level of development. $tiRatua 1. Development Index (DI) of this blocl0i854. Sex

ratio of this block is lowest position. The reasdos such a low level development are mainly relate less of

educational facilities, lack of undeveloped comneation and transport facilities medical, less &t rate and less
workers population are the attributes of low leskebverall development.

Very Low Level of Development (Dlj: <0.350)

The very low level of development is observed wefblocks (Table-3), viz. Kaliachak 2 (0.286), Kahak 3
(0.336), Old Malda (0.347), Englishbazar (0.337) &tanikchak (0.330). Maximum indicators like educasl

institution, literacy rate, workers population, sedary economic activities and agricultural devetept of these
blocks is very low position.

Figurel
LEVELS OF DEVELOPMENT IN MALDA DISTRICT
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CONCLUSION

The development of a particular region dependsondt one criteria but also on several socio-ecowofactors
which comprise the levels of development. Maldaritisshows micro regional disparity of developméatels.
Some block like Chanchal 1, Ratua 2, Gajol, Bamémddabibpur and Kaliachak 1 Provide better wayivihg
comparatively with so called remote block. The Isvaf development in these blocks are very high laigth. The
development of transportation system as well asgtloeving conciseness of the people about familyhmilag
provide these block a distinct position comparisaith other blocks. However it is a very challergitask to
indicate all sorts of development strategy to take account and to indicate micro level developt@drihe region.
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